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Prehistoric trephining.—A further paper on prehistoric trephining
is contributed by Dr. Wilson Parry, F.S.A., to the Proceedings of the
Royal Society of Medicine, xiv, no. 10. After investigating seven
alleged cases in Britain, he concludes that the best example of
trephination during life is the Thames skull now in London Museum,
there being some doubt as to the age and origin of the Edinburgh
specimen. One from Eastry shows congenital deficiency; those from
Northampton and the river Wear were operated on after death ; and
the Mountstuart and Bisley specimens show signs of disease. It is
evident that the practice was not so common in Britain as abroad,
where amulets cut from the human skull are fairly numerous (Brit. Mus.
Iron Age Guide, fig. 5a).

Note on the construction of hill-top camps.—Mr. O. G. S. Crawford,
F.S.A., writes as follows : On the occasion of a recent visit to Uffington
Castle, on the White Horse Hill, Berks., I noticed a small rounded
boulder of sarsen-stone exposed in the outer face of the rampart about
midway between the top of the rampart and the bottom of the ditch.
Probing with a walking-stick revealed others on each side. Sarsens
could not occur naturally in such a position, and must have been placed
there for a definite purpose. From the analogy of the hill-top camp
of Pen Dinas (between Barmouth and Harlech, Merionethshire), which
I excavated in 1919,* I am inclined to think that the sarsens at
Uffington are the remains of an outer retaining wall built to support
a central core of chalk rubble. It is probable that excavation would
reveal remains of a similar retaining wall on the inner side of the
rampart. At Pen Dinas the lower parts of the outer and inner walls
were revealed by excavation and found to be in a very perfect state of
preservation, the stones being of great size and (though not shaped)
carefully fitted into place. The natural weathering of the rampart
made it possible to trace the ' outcrop' of these walls for some distance;
and a recent inspection of another hill-top camp (Twyn y Gaer, on
Mynydd Illtyd, west of Brecon) reveals the same features. The
question is of some interest, for the discovery at Uffington suggests
that similar methods of construction were employed in Wessex ; and
that the ramparts of all such earthworks may originally have been
contained within retaining walls of sarsen or flint. This would account
for the flat and stony top of so many of them. Timber may also
have entered largely into their construction, as in the case of the
contemporary fortresses in France. It is to be hoped that future
excavators will bear this point in mind when cutting sections through
the ramparts of camps.

The following remark in Thurnam's Crania Bntannica (vol. ii, 1865,
' White Horse Hill, Berks.') is of interest: ' Mr.Martin Atkins's discovery
of the remains of strong palisading in the chalk vallum of Uffington
Castle has not yet been published.' As Mr. Atkins died in 1859, his
discovery has probably remained unpublished.

The discovery of a Roman coffin at Lozver Slaughter.—This find,
reported in the Antiquaries Journal, i, 340, is closely parallel to one

1 See Arch. Camb., 6th series, vol. 20
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made near Burford in 1814. There, too, a large stone coffin (orientated
north and south) was discovered, according to one account 6 in., to
another 3 ft., below the surface of the ground. In addition to ' a perfect
male skeleton of middle stature, having all the teeth entire',' a number
of short nails with conical heads were found completely oxidated and
matted together in pieces of hide \ Such conjectures as that ' from
the circumstance of the nails being thickly placed and clenched through
several layers of the hide, it is highly probable a shield was formed V
or that they formed part of an object ' worn as a defence, not unlike
a Roman Lorica ',2 and the connexion of the discovery with the battle
of Burford in 752, become superfluous when the leather and nails
can be resolved into humble foot-gear like that found in the coffin at
Lower Slaughter.

Discoveries at Scarborough.—Mr. Gerald Simpson, in the course of
his excavations on the site of the Roman fort on Castle Hill, has
discovered the north wall of the medieval chapel in the castle, situated
on the edge of the cliff. This chapel is referred to in Richard I's grant
of the parish church to the Cistercians. South of the chapel are
remains of post-Dissolution buildinga. Underlying the site, and at no
great depth, portions of Roman masonry are to be seen, showing that
the walls of the fort with a square building in the middle, following
the normal plan, are in existence. It is hoped to complete the clearing
of the site next season. Amongst the objects so far discovered are
pieces of stained glass, glazed tiles, remains of tobacco-pipes, a few
coins, and a considerable quantity of medieval pottery.

Foundations revealed by the drought.—Excavators are in the habit of
watching differences of growth in cornfields and pasture in the hope
of tracing foundations or ancient disturbances of the soil; and the
phenomenal weather of last summer brought a good deal to light.
The walls of a Roman building have been mapped in a cornfield
outside the walls of Richborough ; and an ancient causeway, the line
of which was revealed by the drought, has been excavated by Alderman
J. Morland between Street and Glastonbury. Mr. Stephen Manser
reports that the foundations of a Roman viila have been found in the
same way near Hull Place, Sholden, near Deal; and our Fellow
Mr. Heneage Cocks hopes to examine the foundations of a Roman
corridor-house recognized in a field near the mill adjoining Hambleden
Lock.

Discoveries at Brighton.—Last June, during excavations connected
with widening the Ditchling road, north of Hollingbury Camp,
Brighton, a crouched skeleton was discovered, lying on the left side
and facing south-east, in an oval grave only 22 in. deep. At the feet
of the skeleton was a perfect beaker ornamented with horizontal and
oblique lines of punch-marks; under the skull was a barbed flint
arrow-head ; and in front of the face a quantity of snail-shells. The
greater portion of the shells had become crushed, but the following

1 The Gentleman's Magazine Library ; Archaeology, ii, 187.
2 W. J. Monk, History of Burford (1891), p. 9.




